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“ONCE UPON A TIME” BENEFIT BRINGS BROADWAY 

TO LIFE IN SUPPORT OF SOUTHLAKE CHILD 

BATTLING LYMPHOMA  
Local Students Join DFW Musical Theatre Professionals for a Night of Fun and Fundraising 

 

IRVING, TX – Ella Weaver is a 13-year-old musical theatre student from 

Southlake and arguably one of Broadway’s biggest fans. She is also undergoing 

aggressive chemotherapy in a battle against Stage 3 Lymphoma. To help support 

this amazing young woman, Ella’s friends at the both the Grapevine and Frisco 

campuses of the Acting Studio — in conjunction with Lyric Stage, Irving Arts 

Center, and an all-star cast of more than 25 talented Broadway and DFW musical 

theatre professionals — are putting on an incredible Broadway-themed benefit you 

won’t want to miss! 

“Once Upon a Time: To Ella, With Love, From Broadway” will be held at the 

Irving Arts Center on Wednesday, September 14, and hosted by one of DFW’s 

favorite theatre teachers, Mr. Chad McCoy. The evening will feature dozens of 

can’t-miss performances in two acts: 

 The first act will include songs from Ella’s favorite shows: Wicked, Shrek, 

and Matilda… plus MANY more! 

 The second act is a New York-style “cabaret karaoke,” where patrons can 

bid to hear their favorite performers sing (or NOT sing as the case may be!) 

a song of their choosing. This will be highly entertaining! 

Throughout the evening, show-goers will enjoy professional performances by 

acclaimed theatre stars Denise Lee, Diana Sheehan, Brian Hathaway, Cara Statham 

Serber, Janelle Lutz, Shane Peterman, Erica Peterman, Daron Cockerell, Stephen 

Bates, Amy Stevenson...plus MANY more! 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with a silent auction and light catered reception provided 

by Glory House. Featured auction items include a three-night stay at a beachfront 

condo in Panama City, FL, tickets to both local and Broadway shows, tickets and 

parking passes for a Texas Rangers game, themed baskets, artwork, and much more. 

All proceeds raised go directly to the family of Ella Weaver.  

The performance begins at 7:00 p.m. Tickets can be purchased online here or by 

calling the Irving Arts Center box office at 972-252-2787. 

About Ella & #EllaFan 
To learn more about Ella and how you can help support her cause, please visit 

EllaFan.com.   

 

 

CONTACTS: 
Sarah Close 

(logistical queries) 

817-372-2501 

sarah@fullcyclecreative.com 

 

Cara Serber 

(performance queries) 

972-978-6389 

cara@serber.net  

 

EVENT DETAILS: 

“Once Upon a Time: 

To Ella, With Love, From Broadway” 

Irving Arts Center 

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. 

Irving, TX 

Auction & Reception: 5:30 pm 

Performance: 7:00 pm 

Tickets: $20 

tickets.irvingartscenter.com 

www.ellafan.com   
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